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INTRODUCTION BY CHRISTINE MCCAFFERTY MP 
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As the Chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Population, Development and Reproductive Health, I am pleased to inform you that we have had a very pro-active and successful year.

This success has only been possible with our committed All-Party Parliamentary Group on Population, Development and Reproductive Health members, our newly recruited Parliamentary and Policy Advisor, Ann Mette Kjaerby and continued financial support from UNFPA, IPPF, MSI and the Margaret Pyke Memorial Trust.

I wish to express my sincere thanks to our committed members, our diligent advisor and supportive donors.

In 2002, pledges of increased aid were made by the EU at the United Nations Conference on Financing for Development at Monterrey, Mexico. The EU will increase the proportion of its wealth devoted to aid from 0.32% to 0.39% by 2006. This will mean an extra $7 billion a year from the EU for health, education and poverty reduction. Around a quarter of UK spending on development in 2001/02 was channelled through the European Community programmes.

This year the UK Chancellor announced in the Comprehensive Spending Review a rise in UK ODA from the current 0.32% of GNP per year to 0.4% by 2006. In 2001/2002 the UK spent an estimated £3.3 billion on International Development Aid. The budget will rise to £3.7 billion in 2003/2004.

The UK Government is currently considering increasing its contribution to the UN Population Fund by 20% in 2002, which will mean an increase from £15 million to £18 million. 

UK International Sexual and Reproductive Health and Right NGOs have suffered severely from the reinstated US Mexico City Policy and the reduction in the percentage of aid from UK Civil Society Challenge Fund. The good news is that the resent evaluation, of the CSCF and the reduced % funding and its negative impact, has ensured the reintroduction of 100% funding to SRHR NGO's from 2003 through the CSCF.

UK bilateral funding to population and reproductive health continues to increase.

Poverty reduction is now established in law as the first objective of UK overseas aid. The new International Development Act received the Royal Assent in February 2001 and became law in June 2002.

DFID continue to be committed to the Millennium Goals and the ICPD PoA goal for individuals of appropriate age to have access to comprehensive reproductive health services. The group is working to ensure that DFID is more explicit internationally in achieving the ICPD goal and thereby send a stronger message to the world that unless women are empowered though SRHR services sustainable development will not be achieved. 

I am pleased to announce that we managed to get recommitment to the ICPD PoA at the World Summit on Sustainable Development despite immense opposition. 

I remain grateful to our committee members for their unstinting time and support during the year in our activities which have included: committee-, public-, specialised- meetings; international conferences; study tours; follow up activities on FGM and the UK Sexual Health and HIV Strategy; debates in parliament and outside of parliament on a variety of sexual and reproductive health and rights issues; informal/formal meetings with SRHR groups, MPs, ministers, UN representatives and publications published to raise the profile and improve SRHR internationally and nationally.

We have a busy year ahead with the International Parliamentary Conference on the Implementation of the ICPD PoA in Ottawa in November, which aims to achieve further commitment to collective action in the areas of resource mobilisation and creation of an enabling environment for population and development. 

We will continue to monitor and push our government and other governments to increase funding for SRHR and improve international SRHR policies. The ICPD PoA goal of "access to comprehensive reproductive health services" must feature higher on the agenda internationally.

Leadership and direction is needed at international level to agree on how we can develop activities to put SRHR back on the policy agenda and prepare for the ICPD+10. 

We look forward to a study tour organised by MSI in the beginning of 2003 to Malawi. Study tours provide MPs with information and long term impressions of what we are fighting for:

350 million couples would use contraception, but have no access to advice or services;

585,000 women die in childbirth, half of these in Africa. The five major causes of maternal deaths are unsafe abortion, postpartum haemorrhage, septicaemia, pregnancy induced hypertension and prolonged/obstructed labour, all of which are easily preventable with minimum resources and interventions;

60 million people have been infected with HIV since the epidemic began two decades ago. It is projected that between 2000 and 2020, 68 million people will die prematurely as a result of AIDS, which will push people especially women deeper into poverty as workers, caregivers, educators and mothers. 

When women are given the choice and the access to reproductive health services, and empowered as full partners in the development of their society, couples and families will be able to direct their own course of development and prosperity. Society in general will benefit as fewer unwanted and unplanned pregnancies will reduce poverty, protect and repair the local environment, ensure water and food security and build the base for future sustainable development.

Evidence shows that aid works and is getting better!
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND STAFF
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NEW GROUP MEMBERS APRIL 2001 -  MARCH 2002

Group Members:

· Hugh Bayley MP (L)      
Hugh Bayley MP is a member of the Department for 

International Development (DFID) Select Committee.

· David Borrow MP (L)      
David Borrow MP is the vice chair of the APPG on 

AIDS

· Paul Farrelly MP (L)        
Paul Farrelly MP is a newly elected MP.

· Norman Lamb MP (LD)  
Norman Lamb MP is a LD Spokesperson for 

International Development.

· Baroness Northover (LD) Baroness Northover is a LD spokesperson in the 

House of Lords

Committee members:

· Richard Ottaway MP 
Richard Ottaway MP and a former chair of the APPG 

on PD&RH re-joined the group as vice-chair in November 2001.

· Brian Sedgemore MP 
Brian Sedgemore MP stood down from being a 

committee member to become a group member in February 2002.

APPG PD&RH AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

Aim:

The APPG on PD&RH aims to encourage initiatives to increase access to and improve sexual and reproductive health and rights services worldwide.
Objectives: 

Raise the profile of population, and sexual and reproductive health and rights including family planning issues in Parliament and internationally;

Provide parliamentary backing to the Secretary of State for International Development in her negotiations with the Treasury with a view to increasing the UK, Overseas Development Aid to 0.7% of GNP;

Keep under review population trends and sexual and reproductive health and rights programmes/policies/legislation nationally and internationally;


In consultation with Government departments, international agencies and NGOs, assess how this country might respond to requests from outside for support and to press for action by Parliament and the Government; 

Study the results of research into the causes and consequences of population changes and the effect that access to comprehensive sexual and reproductive health services have and draw these to the attention of both Houses of Parliament; 


Increase awareness of the interdependence between countries, with reference to poverty reduction, women equality, access to Sexual and Reproductive Health and Right (SRHR) services, environment, consumption and pollution and the impact of legislation, policies and practices of one country upon others. 

PARLIAMENTARY ACTIVITIES

Meetings

APPG on PD&RH Committee meetings

The group held committee meetings on the following dates:

July 17th

2001 (AGM)

October 30th 

2001

November 20th 
2001

February 12th 

2002

March 20th 

2002 - rescheduled to April 11th 2002

Please find committee meeting minutes enclosed as appendix 1.

EuroNGO meeting - DAC Funding

The newly appointed Parliamentary and Policy Advisor attended the EuroNGO annual meeting on behalf of the group in Paris, 24-28 October 2001.

The meeting was hosted by Equilibres & Populations and funded by the Hewlett Foundation.

Working sessions were as follows:

Welcome and Introduction (Face & Face Campaign and Goodwill Ambassadors), E&P presentations, MFPF presentation, UNFPA statement by Ms. Thoraya Ahmed Obaid, donor presentations, partnership discussions, reproductive health supplies security, Euro-mapping, follow-up on the abortion discussion, plenary session and closing remarks.

Parliamentary and Policy Advisor, Ann Mette Kjaerby briefed committee members upon her return on the EuroNGO meeting and presented the Euromapping, a joint project by IPPF European Network & DSW on DAC Overseas Development Aid and SRHR Policies.

Please find DAC ODA presentation/handouts enclosed as appendix 2.

The APPG on PD&RH continues to press the UK Government Department for International Development and the Chancellor of the Exchequer on increased funding for international SRHR.

The UK is committed to raise its ODA to the UN target of 0.7% of GNP. The UK Chancellor announced in the Comprehensive Spending Review on 15th July, a rise from the current 0.32% of GNP per year to 0.4% by 2006.

Listed below is a summary of information in relation to International Development funding and SRHR funding for the years 1996 - 2002. Information presented has been obtained from written Parliamentary Question's (PQ) to the Secretary of State for International Development and the DFID Statistics booklet 1996/1997 - 2000/2001:

World Aid Flows - 

Net Official Development Assistance from DAC Donors to Developing Countries 
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Net Official Development Assistance to Developing Countries as a Percentage of GNI 2000
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Details of sectoral funding to multilateral organisations is not held centrally in DFID.

	
	
	
	
	£ thousand
	

	Name
	2001/02
	2000/01
	1999/00
	1998/99
	1997/98
	1996/97

	UNFPA
	24,213
	40,050
	15,000
	13,120
	11,500
	10,000

	WHO
	41,348
	75,110
	20,300
	8,091
	12,099
	11,619

	UNICEF
	28,000
	2,269
	29,143
	10,461
	9,241
	13,847

	UNAIDS
	3,052
	3,000
	3,000
	2,750
	2,300
	3,500

	IPPF
	4,500
	5,500
	5,500
	5,500
	5,850
	7,850

	MSI
	2,554
	5,132
	4,945
	4,235
	3,103
	3,202

	Population Concern
	476
	-
	649
	114
	400
	806

	IFH
	329
	508
	773
	1,151
	1,175
	762


	Bilateral Aid  by Health & Population Sector
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 £ thousand 
	 

	
	
	 Financial Aid (Excl ATP) 
	
	
	
	 
	 Other Programmes 
	

	 
	 
	Project or Sector Aid
	Programme Aid
	Technical Cooperation
	Grants and Other Aid in Kind
	Humanitarian Assistance
	Total DFID Programme
	CDC Investments
	 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Health and Population
	1997/98
	21,435
	25
	59,723
	37,871
	954
	116,758
	683
	

	
	1998/99
	27,826
	0
	59,475
	46,846
	551
	134,698
	0
	

	
	1999/00
	36,011
	0
	75,058
	50,295
	6,744
	168,108
	0
	

	
	2000/01
	53,799
	0
	78,819
	50,080
	1,509
	184,217
	6,145
	

	
	2001/02
	55,779
	0
	100,016
	33,756
	64
	189,616
	7,794
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	of which
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Reproductive Health Care
	1997/98
	897
	0
	9,661
	8,757
	0
	19,315
	0
	

	
	1998/99
	1,321
	0
	4,732
	2,930
	0
	8,983
	0
	

	
	1999/00
	1,894
	0
	7,754
	4,608
	0
	14,256
	0
	

	
	2000/01
	1,542
	0
	7,700
	4,679
	0
	13,921
	0
	

	
	2001/02
	896
	0
	9,474
	2,624
	0
	12,994
	0
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Family Planning
	1997/98
	1,237
	0
	8,922
	6,212
	0
	16,371
	0
	

	
	1998/99
	919
	0
	7,202
	15,282
	0
	23,402
	0
	

	
	1999/00
	520
	0
	8,826
	12,173
	0
	21,519
	0
	

	
	2000/01
	2,493
	0
	12,824
	12,016
	0
	27,333
	0
	

	
	2001/02
	2,554
	0
	11,767
	10,433
	0
	24,754
	0
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	STD Control Including HIV/AIDS
	1997/98
	1,555
	3
	4,980
	4,021
	0
	10,560
	0
	

	
	1998/99
	1,830
	0
	6,630
	4,654
	0
	13,113
	0
	

	
	1999/00
	996
	0
	8,653
	4,972
	112
	14,733
	0
	

	
	2000/01
	342
	0
	7,680
	6,290
	0
	14,312
	0
	

	
	2001/02
	3,938
	0
	15,536
	4,998
	0
	24,472
	0
	


These figures do not capture the full extent of DFIDs efforts in the health and population sector as they exclude expenditure on multisector projects, block funding to civil society organisations and general budget support. 

Please find PQs and replies on ODA enclosed as appendix 3.

Public meetings

The group organised public meetings on the following dates with the following themes:

February 2002: Population, Reproductive Health and Rights & Sustainable Development, WSSD, Johannesburg 2002

Christine McCafferty MP chaired the meeting with the aim of raising awareness of the issue of population, reproductive health and sustainable development in the UK Parliament.

John Guillebaud, Medical Director, Margaret Pyke FP Centre and Dr Pramilla Senanayake, Assistant Director General, IPPF were guest speakers. The meeting created a lively discussion on the issue of population and reproductive health and sustainable development between the panel, MPs and NGO representatives.

Please find invitation to WSSD meeting, Christine McCafferty's introductory speech, WSSD briefing for attendees enclosed as appendix 4.

May 2002: Screening of a short documentary film 'Freedom to choose', highlighting IPPF's life-saving projects in Peru and Georgia

Christine McCafferty MP chaired the meeting with the aim of raising awareness of the importance of IPPF's and other SRHR organisations work in developing countries.

Ingar Brueggemann IPPF's Director General, and Broadcaster Anna Raeburn were guest speakers. The meeting created a lively discussion on a variety of issues, but specifically in relation to funding difficulties for SRHR organisations at present due to the current US Administration and its Mexico City Policy.

Please find invitation to 'Freedom to Choose' meeting enclosed as appendix 5.

May 2002: China's Population and Reproductive Health and Rights Programme.

Christine McCafferty MP chaired the meeting with the aim of informing MP's, DFID delegates and NGO representatives, of the UK MP's study tour to China.

Dr Baige Zhao, Department of International Co-operation, State Family Planning Commission of China, Edward Leigh MP and Norman Lamb MP were guest speakers. The study tour team reported that UNFPA is a force for good in China, and it is important that the UNFPA remains actively involved in China, with continued financial support from the UK and other Western Governments.

Please find invitation to China Study Tour meeting enclosed as appendix 6.

The group's committee members supported/organised the following meetings in Parliament:

December 2001 meeting: 
Women's Advisory Council of UNA, Beijing Global Platform for Action - the Girl Child at the invitation of Christine McCafferty MP in Parliament.

February 2002 meeting: 
The World Bank's Gender Mainstreaming Strategy, at the invitation of Tony Worthington MP in Parliament.

February 2002 meeting: 
Trafficking in Women at the invitation of Tony Colman MP in Parliament.

UK, Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights NGO Executive Meeting

The group held a meeting in the Spring with the Chief Executives of the major UK, SRHR NGO's. The aim of the meeting was for NGO's to inform committee members of current SRHR issues and their concerns. NGO Chief Executives raised the following issues and concerns:

SRHR Funding - Funding for SRHR is decreasing with some of it being diverted to HIV/AIDS. This is in part because HIV/AIDS seems to be treated separately from SRHR, despite the obvious links and partly because it allows the current US Administration to isolate and distance itself from SRHR. 

SRHR Goals/Indicators - The Millennium Development Goals (MDG) were detrimental to SRHR, since "access to comprehensive reproductive health services" originally in the IGTs were dropped. DFID is using the MDGs in its documents now instead of the IGTs. 

ICPD +10 - Leadership is needed at international level to agree on how we can develop activities to put SRHR back on the policy agenda and prepare for the ICPD+10. The UK SRHR NGO group has drafted a position paper on its thoughts as to what should happen in 2004.

Please find the NGO ICPD+10 position paper presented to the group enclosed as appendix 7.

Department for International Development Select Committee meeting

Christine McCafferty MP and Tony Worthington MP are both DFID Select Committee members. They raised SRHR NGO's concerns at the DFID Select Committee meeting in June, where the new Permanent Secretary for DFID, Suma Shakrabartiand gave public evidence on DFID's Annual Report.

Please find public evidence on DFID's Annual Report transcript and written replies to questions posed to the Permanent Secretary enclosed as appendix 8.

As a follow up to the NGO Executive meeting and the DFID Select Committee meeting the APPG on PD&RH has been successful in securing on behalf of the UK SRHR NGO's an informal meeting with the DFID Select Committee this autumn.  SRHR NGO's will give evidence to the Committee. 

The APPG on PD&RH is working closely with the UK SRHR NGO Group on the briefing, which will push matters on the issues of SRHR International/National Funding, SRHR Indicators, and ICPD +10.

Please find draft letter to DFID Select Committee enclosed as appendix 9.

Conferences

World Summit on Sustainable Development

The group is an active player in advocating for recommitment to the ICPD PoA at the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD).

SRHR and its inter-linkages with poverty, gender equality, environmental protection and sustainable development have been expressed by the group in its briefings. Briefings have been forwarded to the UK WSSD Sub-Cabinet Committee, DFID and the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) civil servants, International European SRHR NGO's, the IEPFPD and other influential and/or interested groups. 

Please find briefings and correspondences with the UK WSSD Sub-Cabinet Committee chair, Deputy Prime Minister, John Prescott MP enclosed as appendix 10.

Written and Oral Parliamentary Questions have been tabled in the HoL and the HoC in relation to SRHR and WSSD during the year.

Please find SRHR and WSSD PQs and replies enclosed as appendix 11. 

An Early Day Motion (EDM) was tabled to raise the awareness on SRHR and Sustainable Development:

	PRIVATE
EDM 727 - 74 signatures
	


	PRIVATE

	WORLD SUMMIT ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, JOHANNESBURG, SEPTEMBER 2002


	

	
	McCafferty/Chris
	


	PRIVATE

	That this House recognises the importance of population and reproductive health and rights in respect of the forthcoming World Summit on Sustainable Development; agrees that persistent poverty and serious social and gender inequities have significant influences on and are in turn influenced by demographic factors such as population growth, structure and distribution; further agrees that efforts to slow population growth, reduce poverty, achieve economic progress, improve environmental protection and reduce unsustainable consumption and production are mutually reinforcing; notes that sustained economic growth within the context of sustainable development is essential to eradicate poverty and that eradicating poverty contributes to achieving early population stabilisation; further notes that eliminating all forms of discrimination against women is therefore a prerequisite for eradicating poverty, promoting sustained economic growth, ensuring quality family planning and reproductive health services, and achieving a balance between population and available resources.


Please find WSSD EDM signatures enclosed as appendix 12.

One of the groups public meetings in Parliament was on Population, Reproductive Health and Rights & Sustainable Development, WSSD, Johannesburg 2002. This Parliamentary meeting was featured in IPPF's newsletter.

Please find WSSD article enclosed as appendix 13.

Informal and formal meetings/briefings have taken place during the year between the group, NGO's and UK WSSD representatives. 

The group is on the steering committee for the Population & Sustainability Dialogue Group, a UK Multi-stakeholder Forum for Sustainable Development, UN Environment and Development Forum.

Ann Mette Kjaerby and Catherine Budgett-Meakin the co-ordinator for the Population & Sustainability Dialogue Group attended the WSSD lll Prep Com in December in New York and the WSSD lV Prep Com in May in Bali. In collaboration with NGO representatives on Government delegations, and UN organisations, strong organised lobbying and advocacy work took place at the PrepComs to ensure recommitment to the ICPD PoA.

Please find WSSD lobbying - and PrepComs' summary documents enclosed as appendix 14.

A combined side event with UNFPA, S. Africa, the Netherlands and the IEPFPD is being organised for the WSSD at the Sandton Centre, Johannesburg, S. Africa on 27th August 2002. The APPG on PD&RH in collaboration with the IEPFPD and other regional parliamentary groups is preparing a declaration for the regional parliamentarians to discuss and agree upon at the side event which Christine McCafferty MP will chair. 

Please find the Parliamentary WSSD draft declaration enclosed as appendix 15. 

The groups advocacy work throughout the year, to ensure International recommitment to the ICPD PoA in the chairman's text for the WSSD, appears to have been successful, however the final document will be available after the WSSD in September 2002. 

An official statement from DFID has been circulated reinforcing UK's commitment within the EU to the ICPD PoA in relation to Sustainable Development.

Please find DFID's SRHR and WSSD statement enclosed as appendix 16.

United Nations General Assembly Special Session on Children

Christine McCafferty MP was an active member of the panel at the IPPF's side event at the Childrens Summit (UNGASS) in New York in May 2002. She told a packed room: ' I believe there will be no sustainable development unless women are in charge of their own fertility. To do this they need to have access to SRHR information and services'. 

The UK APPG signed up to the Intra European Parliamentary Forum on Population and Development's (IEPFPD) joint regional parliamentary declaration: Respecting and protecting the sexual and reproductive rights of children.

Please find declaration, speech and press articles on Christine McCafferty MP's active engagement at the UNGASS enclosed as appendix 17.

International Parliamentary Conference on the implementation of ICPD PoA

The group has been supporting UNFPA in its preparatory work for the forthcoming International Parliamentary Conference on the implementation of ICPD, which will be held 21 - 22 November 2002 in Ottawa, Canada. 

Ann Mette Kjaerby attended the two UNFPA planning meetings in New York in December 2001 and April 2002, together with Ms. Marjatta Vehkaoja, Chairperson, Inter-European Parliamentarians on Population and Development (IEPFPD) MP, Finland; Ms. Ulla Sandbaek, Vice Chairperson, IEPFPD, MEP, Denmark; Mr. Neil Datta, Executive Secretary, IEPFPD, Belgium and Ms. Martha Rousseau, European Parliament Working Group on Population, Sustainable Development and Reproductive Health (EPWG), Belgium. 

The conference will be held to promote dialogue among parliamentarians from all regions on the implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action, with a view to achieving further commitment to collective action in the areas of resource mobilisation and creation of enabling environment for population and development. 

5 UK MP's will attend the conference namely: Christine McCafferty MP, Tony Worthington MP, Alice Mahon MP, Dr Jenny Tonge MP and Richard Ottawa MP. Christine McCafferty MP will be on the drafting committee.

Study Tours

Russian MPs visit to UK

Following a visit by group members to Russia in November - December 2000, Russian Parliamentarians visited the UK Parliament in March 2001. The purpose of the Parliamentary visit was for the Russian MP's to be informed of the activities of the UK APPG on PD&RH with the aim of founding a Russian All-Party Group dedicated to reproductive and sexual health issues in Russia.  The long-term aim is to change the climate of official opinion in Russia on reproductive and sexual health.

Please find explanatory letter on Russian MPs' exchange visit enclosed as appendix 18.

UK MPs visit to UNFPA's China Programme

The UK International Development (ID) Bill was debated in Parliament between October 2001 - January 2002. 

Amendments were proposed to the ID Bill both in the House of Lords (HoL) and in the House of Commons (HoC), which would stop UK funding to organisations such as UNFPA and IPPF, on the grounds that these SRHR organisations support coercive family planning, sterilisation and abortion in countries such as China.  

The group prepared and disseminated briefings with support from SRHR organisations to group members to oppose amendments.

In the HoL, Lord Alton's amendments came to a vote: content: 67 and non-content: 149. 

In the HoC Dr Jenny Tonge MP the LD ID spokesperson and a committed member of the APPG on PD&RH, spoke highly in favour of continued funding to SRHR organisations and withdrawal of amendments proposed by Edward Leigh MP. Amendments were withdrawn at the third reading in the HoC.

Please find ID Bill briefings enclosed as appendix 19. 

The Population Research Institutes (PRI) Executive Director Mr Mosher, held a meeting in Parliament during the ID debate at the invitation of Lord Alton in support of the amendments. The APPG on PD&RH invited all SRHR NGO's and group members to attend the meeting in order to challenge PRI allegations. Ann Mette Kjaerby corresponded regularly during that period with Press Officers who had been contacted by PRI to cover the story. No articles in favour of the amendments were published.

In response to the continued pressure from certain UK MPs backed by PRI a study tour was organised for 3 UK MPs. The aim of the study tour was for UK MPs to obtain first hand experience and evidence in relation to UNFPA and IPPF perpetuating coercive population control practices in countries such as China. Edward Leigh MP who proposed amendments to the ID Bill, Christine McCafferty MP and Norman Lamb MP visited UNFPA's programme in China in April 2002.

The study tour team met with the UK Secretary of State for ID, Clare Short upon their return to discuss their findings. 

Please find a summary of the meeting between the Secretary of State for ID, Clare Short MP and the UK China study tour team enclosed as appendix 20.

A joint UK MP China Mission Report was compiled, which concluded that the UK MP's found no evidence of UNFPA being involved in coercive Family Planning, Sterilisation or forced abortion practices. They found that the work of UNFPA in China, is having a positive effect and is playing an important catalytic role, in the reform of Family Planning and Reproductive Health services, in China. 

The Mission Report was copied to the UK, Secretary of State for ID, the DFID Select Committee, The US State Department, The White House, UNFPA, SRHR NGOs, committee members and other interested parties.

Please find a summary of the UK China study tour report enclosed as appendix 21. 

The UK MPs' findings have been quoted in several US papers, in the UK Guardian paper and DFID correspondence both within and outside of parliament.

Please find a selection of articles and DFID response to PQs enclosed as appendix 22.

In response to the increased pressure from the US Administration not to support SRHR globally the following EDM was also tabled:

	PRIVATE
EDM 728 - 60 signatures
	


	PRIVATE

	UNITED STATES FUNDING TO UNFPA
	

	
	McCafferty/Chris
	


	PRIVATE

	That this House welcomes the recent decision of the US Congress to approve funding of $34 million to the UNFPA; notes that this will enable UNFPA to implement new reproductive health programmes and progress existing projects that will help prevent 800,000 unsafe abortions and the deaths of 4,700 mothers and 77,000 children under the age of five every year and enable support for international HIV/AIDS prevention programmes; and urges President Bush to approve the decision as a matter or urgency.




Please find UNFPA EDM signatures enclosed as appendix 23.

Female Genital Mutilation Hearing follow up

The group has throughout the year been in contact with the Home Secretary David Blunkett MP and his staff and FGM NGOs. Christine McCafferty MP is bringing forward a 10-minute Rule Bill to amend the current UK law on Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) in the Autumn.

Please find correspondence with the Home Secretary David Blunkett MP enclosed as appendix 24.

Proposed Amendments to the Female Circumcision Act 1985 will include:

· Prosecution upon entry to the UK of a person who has aided, abetted, counselled, procured, excised, infibulated a girl/woman abroad, despite FGM being legal in the country where it was performed;

· Conviction of indictment to be lengthened to 4 - 10 years;

· Monitoring FGM in the UK though mandatory reporting;

· Changing Female Circumcision to Female Genital Mutilation.

An FGM NGO round table meeting will be scheduled prior to the 10-minute Rule Bill to ensure full participation of FGM NGO's and Amnesty International will prepare a postcard campaign to raise awareness around the 10-min. Rule Bill in order to gain support.

The group wrote a letter of support to the Agency of Culture and Change Management for a national FGM co-ordinator. The organisation was successful in acquiring funding from Lloyds/TSB Foundation to fund the salary of a National FGM Co-ordinator.

Please find a thank you letter from the Agency of Culture and Change Management together with a letter relating to a meeting between the Agency, David Blunkett and Christine McCafferty MP enclosed as appendix 25.

During the year there have been regular requests for copies of the APPG on PD&RH's FGM Hearing Report and Survey 2000. 

Copies have been forwarded to:

· Women's National Commission, Cabinet Office

· Midwives

· Universities

· Independent Researchers and advisors

· National Health Service Managers

· NGOs

· MPs

An article on the FGM Hearing and its recommendations was prepared for the Post Graduate Medical Journal BMJ.

Please find prepared FGM article to BMJ enclosed as appendix 26.

Marian Roe MP, the person responsible for bringing forward the issue of FGM in the UK and the UK Female Circumcision Act 1985 requested for a copy of the APPG on PD&RH FGM Hearing report in February 2002. During the Westminster Adjournment debate on Child Health and Maternity on 7th February 2002 Marion Roe MP advocated for updating of the FC Act in response to the FGM Hearing Recommendations. 

UK Sexual Health and HIV Strategy follow up

The group prepared recommendations to the UK Department of Health's, Sexual Health and HIV Strategy. A small chapter on FGM was secured in the strategy.

Please find group recommendations and copy of FGM text in strategy enclosed as appendix 27.

World Population Day

A reception was held in Parliament for MPs, NGOs, Diplomats, Academics, Civil Servants with support from MSI to mark the World Population Day. The Rt Hon. Hilary Benn, the new Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for International Development addressed the reception. 

MSI launched their new reproductive health briefing pack.

The APPG on PD&RH's Vice-Chair took the opportunity in the HoL to commend the UNFPA for designating this date in 1989 to focus attention on the importance of world population and reproductive health issues.

Bottom of Form 1

Please find World Population Day, HoL, Hansard enclosed as appendix 28.

Intra European Parliamentary Forum on Population and Development (IEPFPD)

The close collaboration between the UK APPG on PD&RH and the IEPFPD and its members has continued during the year. The UK group has been collaborative and supportive in the following areas:

Committee member Lord Rea attended the IEPFPD Moscow Council meeting in December 2001. He presented an overview of the UK APPG PD&RH activities and did a thematic presentation on Protecting Reproductive Health Rights in Countries with Low Fertility.

Please find slide presentations on group activities and Protecting RHR in Countries with Low Fertility by Lord Rea enclosed as appendix 29.

The UK APPG PD&RH newsletters, PQs, EDMs, lobby and advocacy briefings have been shared with the IEPFPD and its members.

Draft Declarations have been prepared, circulated and agreed upon between the regional parliamentary fora for the UNGASS and the WSSD.

The group prepared recommendations to the European Commission on its recently adopted communication on health and poverty reduction in developing countries via IEPFPD member, MSI European Parliamentary Network. 

Committee member Tony Worthington MP went to lobby US Congress Members on the Mexico City Policy in June, with support from the IPPF European Network. Tony Worthington MP and other European MPs delivered the IEPFPD petition denouncing the Mexico City Policy (singed by 233 MPs around Europe - by 8 UK MPs), to US members of Congress.

UK committee members signed the IEPFPD/IPPF petition to change the abortion legislation in Portugal and signed the appeal for International Solidarity Declaration with the 17 women that are being tried in Portugal under the accusation of illegal practice of abortion.

Please find Portugal Abortion petition and declaration enclosed as appendix 30.

The UK committee members send a letter to the chair of the IEPFPD this year recommending changes to the IEPFPD statutes. The group recommended that IEPFPD committee members, who are unable to attend a meeting, should be able to nominate another person from his/her group to attend in his/her place. The person nominated would have the same privileges as the IEPFPD committee member. This would ensure continued input and better communication and continuation of work.

Please find letter forwarded to Marjatta Vehkaoja MP and chair of the IEPFPD enclosed as appendix 31.

Christine McCafferty MP is a member of the Council of Europe, and as the chair of the APPG on PD&RH and treasurer of the IEPFPD, she has during the year been active in the proposal of a Motion for a Resolution for a European Strategy for Sexual and Reproductive Health. 

In the Council of Europe Christine McCafferty MP also prepared an EDM on UNFPA Funding as follows:

The undersigned, members of the Parliamentary Assembly, congratulate the US Congress on its recent decision to approve funding of the United Nations Population Fund in the amount of $34 million and regret the decision of President George W. Bush to block the US voluntary contribution to UNFPA.

In view of the exemplary and vital work of the UNFPA in meeting the family planning and reproductive health needs of millions of individuals around the world, and most recently the needs of millions of Afghan refugees and displaced persons, including pregnant women, women who have been sexually abused and young people,

In view of the international solidarity which European countries have shown with the US in recent months, and which is now needed more than ever,

In view of the need for the US to play a constructive role in the international community, alongside other major donor countries,

The undersigned urge President Bush and his administration to release the funds approved by the US Congress to the UNFPA.

Please find CoE, UNFPA, EDM signatures enclosed as appendix 32.

Christine McCafferty MP advocated in the Council of Europe (CoE) to have representatives from the social pillar of sustainable development at the WSSD. Subsequently Christine McCafferty MP went to WSSD on the CoE delegation to participate in their parliamentary meetings and advocate for recommitment to the ICPD PoA.

Christine McCafferty MP prepared a Motion for a Resolution for a European Strategy for Sexual and Reproductive Health 

Please find the Motion for a Resolution for a European Strategy on Sexual and Reproductive Health enclosed as appendix 33.

Briefings

Various briefings have been prepared and disseminated by the parliamentary and policy advisor during the cause of the year, in response to needs and requests made by group members:

November 2001: 
MSI briefing pack - 

Latest policy, facts and case studies on Reproductive Health Issues - circulated to all members for general information.

Please find covering letter for MSI briefing pack enclosed as appendix 34.

November 2001: 
DAC Funding presentation - 

Presented to committee members at committee meeting for members to get an overview of DAC Funding progress.

Please find DAC ODA handout enclosed as appendix 2.

December 2001: 
International Development Bill briefing - 

Circulated to all group members and DFID SC members for ID Debate.

Please find ID Bill briefings enclosed as appendix 19.

March 2002: 
Women and Equality Debate briefing- 

Christine McCafferty MP for Women and Equality Debate.

Please find Women and Equality Debate briefing together with HoC Hansard enclosed as appendix 35.

March 2002: 

FGM Private Members Bill briefing - 

Joyce Gould for preparation of Private Members Bill.

Please find FGM Private Members Bill briefing enclosed as appendix 36.

May 2002: 
Global Reproductive Health Statistics briefing - 

Doreen Massey for presentation at external meeting. 

Please find Global Reproductive Health statistics enclosed as appendix 37.

June 2002: 

Mexico City Policy - 

Tony Worthington MP for lobbying US Congress Members on the Mexico City Policy.

Please find Mexico City Policy briefing enclosed as appendix 38.

Informal Meetings/Correspondence/Campaigns

Committee members and the groups parliamentary and policy advisor have held informal meetings and corresponded regularly throughout the year with:

SRHR NGOs, UK Government Departments, MPs and Ministers, UN organisations, national, regional and international APPGs, Trust Funds and Foundations, and academics institutions including: IPPF and national fpa, MSI, IFP, BMA, RHA, RHM, FPA, Forward, Amnesty International, Agency for Culture and Change Management, Black Women's Health and Family Support, Rainbo, APPG AIDS, APPG Pro-Choice, APPG International Development, APPG Great Lakes Region, APPG Globe, UNFPA, WHO, UNICEF, UNED, UK Stakeholder Forum, IEPFPD, APFPD, Australian Reproductive Health Alliance, Population Action International, ACPD, Equilibres & Population, WPF, WEDO, AIDOS, DRLP, PLANes, CoE, IIASA, LSH&TM and CEIHD 

Committee members and parliamentary and policy advisor attended the following meetings:

October 2001: 
'State of the World Population 2001' at the invitation of UNFPA.

December 2001: 
'World AIDS Day' at the invitation of Neil Gerrard MP in Parliament.

February 2002: 
'Microbicides' at the invitation of DFID, MRC and the Rockefeller Foundation. 

February 2002: 
'Child Health and Maternity Debate', at the request of Sandra Gidley MP, HoC.

February 2002: 
'From Doha to Johannesburg by way of Monterrey' by Mr Kofi Annan, at the invitation of London School of Economics.

March 2002: 
'Stop AIDS campaign' at the invitation of Neil Gerrard MP in Parliament.

March 2002: 
'Tobin Tax Day', at the invitation of Rt Hon Lord Hattersley in Parliament.

February 2001 -
APPG on PD&RH committee members and parliamentary and 

March 2002
policy advisor attended DFID Select Committee meetings held regularly throughout the year.

February 2001 -
The group has during the cause of the year corresponded
March 2002:
with the 'See Change' campaign co-ordinator.  Committee members have signed up to the campaign and a public meeting will be organised in Parliament in the autumn with speakers from the 'See Change' Campaign.

APPG PD&RH PUBLICATIONS

Newsletters

4 APPG PD&RH newsletters have been published and disseminated this year to group members.

Please find APPG PD&RH Newsletters enclosed as appendix 39.

APPG on PD&RH Draft Strategy

A draft group strategy has been prepared. 

Please find the draft APPG on PD&RH strategy enclosed as appendix 40.

Activity Reports

Annual Activity Reports have been published for 1993/1994, 1994/1995, 1995/1996, 1996/1997, 1997/1998, 1998/1999, 1999/2000, 2000/2001

Hearings/Surveys/Reports

European Agenda for Action on World Population

Report of the European Parliamentarians Conference, London 1992

The Well-Spent Pound - an assessment of AID Agency priorities for population activities

NGO Review 1993

Women's Rights and Sexual Health

Report of Consultations held with agencies involved in women's issues, 1995

Implementing the Cairo ICPD 1994 Programme of Population, Reproductive Health and Development

European Parliamentary Forum for Action Report, Brussels 1995

Report on Workshop "Working with Parliamentarians and Government Officials" London, March 1996

Development Strategies for the 21st Century: the South-South Partnership in Population and Development

Report of the Parliamentary Hearing March 1997

Taking Young People Seriously: Improving Sexual and Reproductive Health for the Next Generation

Report of the Parliamentary Hearings held on 6 and 13 May 1998

Female Genital Mutilation

Report of Parliamentary Hearing and Survey on FGM, May 2000

ACCOUNTS

Please find the APPG on PD&RH's audited accounts enclosed as appendix 41.

APPENDICES  (can be obtained upon request)
Appendix 1: 
Committee meeting minutes.

Appendix 2: 
DAC ODA presentation/handouts. 

Appendix 3: 
PQs and replies on ODA. 

Appendix 4: 
Invitation to WSSD meeting, Christine McCafferty's introductory speech, WSSD briefing for attendees'.

Appendix 5: 
Invitation to 'Freedom to Choose' meeting.

Appendix 6: 
Invitation to China Study Tour meeting.

Appendix 7: 
NGO ICPD +10 position paper presented to the group.

Appendix 8: 
Public evidence on DFID's Annual Report transcript and written replies to questions posed to the Permanent Secretary.

Appendix 9: 
Draft letter to DFID Select Committee.

Appendix 10: 
Briefings and correspondences with the UK WSSD Sub-Cabinet Committee Chair, Deputy Prime Minister, John Prescott MP.

Appendix 11: 
SRHR and WSSD PQs and replies.

Appendix 12: 
WSSD EDM signatures.
Appendix 13:
WSSD article.
Appendix 14: 
WSSD lobbying - and PrepComs' summary documents.

Appendix 15:
Parliamentary WSSD draft declaration. 

Appendix 16: 
DFID's SRHR and WSSD statement.

Appendix 17: 
UNGASS declaration, speech and press articles on Christine McCafferty MP's active engagement at the UNGASS.

Appendix 18: 
Explanatory letter on Russian MPs' study tour to UK Parliament.

Appendix 19: 
ID Bill briefings. 

Appendix 20: 
Summary of the meeting between the Secretary of State for ID Clare Short MP and UK China study tour team.

Appendix 21: 
Summary of the UK China study tour report. 

Appendix 22:
Selection of articles and DFID response to PQs.

Appendix 23: 
UNFPA EDM signatures.

Appendix 24: 
Correspondence with the Home Secretary David Blunkett MP.

Appendix 25: 
The Agency of Culture and Change Management thank you letter and a letter relating to a meeting between the Agency, David Blunkett MP and Christine McCafferty MP.

Appendix 26: 
FGM article to BMJ.

Appendix 27: 
Group recommendations and copy of FGM text in UK Sexual Health and HIV strategy.

Appendix 28: 
World Population Day, HoL, Hansard.

Appendix 29: 
Slide presentations on group activity and Protecting RHR in Countries with Low Fertility by Lord Rea.

Appendix 30:
Portugal Abortion Petition and declaration.

Appendix 31: 
Letter forwarded to Marjatta Vehkaoja MP and Chair of the IEPFPD.

Appendix 32: 
CoE, UNFPA, EDM signatures.

Appendix 33: 
Motion for a Resolution on a European Strategy for Sexual and Reproductive Health.

Appendix 34: 
Covering letter for MSI briefing pack.

Appendix 35: 
Women and Equality Debate briefing and HoC Hansard.

Appendix 36: 
FGM Private Members Bill briefing.

Appendix 37:
Global Reproductive Health Statistics.

Appendix 38:
Mexico City Policy briefing.

Appendix 39:
APPG PD&RH Newsletters.

Appendix 40:
APPG PD&RH Draft Strategy.

Appendix 41:
APPG PD&RH's Audited Accounts.
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