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REPORT EMBARGOED until 00:01 6th May 2009

Launch of Parliamentary Hearing Report into Maternal Health
Sarah Brown and Geri Halliwell join Christine McCafferty MP, Baroness Tonge and MPs, Ambassadors and leading health advocates from around the world in support of improving health for women at an important House of Commons event.
In celebration of International Day of the Midwife on 5 May 2009, and of progress made so far, White Ribbon Alliance's Patron Sarah Brown and UNFPA Goodwill Ambassador Geri Halliwell join the UK All Party Parliamentary Group on Population, Development and Reproductive Health (the Group) in launching its Maternal Morbidity Hearing Report in the House of Commons on 6 May. 

"Women are at the heart of their families, communities and countries. Their health and survival has a huge impact on the economy and the environment, and on peace and stability." Geri Halliwell, UNFPA Goodwill Ambassador 

The event is held in collaboration with sexual and reproductive health NGO’s the International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF) and Marie Stopes International (MSI) and aims to raise awareness and provide solutions to the dangers women face in pregnancy and childbirth in the developing world.  

Report key findings: 
·     Maternal Morbidity roughly means women's illnesses and injuries related to pregnancy and childbirth. It leaves 10 - 20 million women and girls every year with long-term physical, psychological, social and economic problems. Many women are abandoned, ostracised and alone. 

·     The grim series of complications include: Obstetric fistula, perineal damage, prolapsed uterus, stress incontinence, puerperal infection and sepsis, haemorrhage, pre-eclampsia and fits, anaemia, infertility and ectopic pregnancy, depression and suicide.

·     Maternal morbidity has root causes in gender inequality and violence including early marriage and Female Genital Mutilation.

·    Solutions to improving maternal health exist and include family planning, skilled attendance at birth and emergency obstetric care - something that women in the UK take for granted.
"Men between the ages of 15 and 44 face no single threat to their health and lives that is comparable to maternal death and disability" Paul Hunt, former UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Health.

"While there has been some progress in the health-related Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), MDG 5 to improve maternal health is the one with the least progress. For every maternal death, there are 20 women who suffer morbidities (long-term illness and disabilities). These are often devastating to the woman and a serious economic drain on families and on society. They leave many women abandoned, ostracised and alone – some of them might even be better off dead.  However, there is hope. We greatly reduced morbidities in the UK within a generation by ensuring universal access to family planning and safe abortion, skilled birth attendance at birth, and basic and comprehensive emergency obstetric care. Women in developing countries deserve the same; they should not be abandoned to suffer in silence”  Baroness Jenny Tonge, Hearings Chair and Treasurer of the Group.

“I recently visited the Addis Ababa Fistula Hospital, in Ethiopia, to see the wonderful work being done to restore the health and dignity of thousands of women. Words cannot express the trauma and distress I witnessed. Young girls curled up in the foetal position, doubly incontinent and unable to walk, due to obstetric fistula. It is a moral outrage that millions of women are allowed to suffer like this, in the 21st century. Political leaders must speak out to prevent further tragedy. Concerted action is needed to improve Sexual and Reproductive Health” Chris McCafferty MP, Chair of the Group.   

A lack of information is compounded by the stigma and shame surrounding such issues as unsafe abortion, fistula, uterine prolapse and sexually transmitted infection; “women simply can’t and don’t talk openly about these things – if at all” says Arzu Deuba of Nepal. There is also a common denial of even the existence of post - natal depression. 

 “Unfortunately, in many countries, treatment is not available – which makes prevention all the more crucial (and almost all of these conditions are preventable as well as treatable). In Yemen for instance, only 14  percent  of women receive any kind of pre-natal or post-natal health care”, says Nafissa Al-Jaifi of WRA in Yemen; “yet these are the crucial times when maternal morbidity could be assessed, prevented and treated,” she says.

Civil society groups, like IPPF and MSI which advocate internationally on reproductive health issues, welcome the APPG report as it highlights problems with which so many women are privately struggling, and it offers real solutions including improved access to family planning.
On Mother’s Day (22 March 09) the WRA launched its new consumer campaign “Million Mums” to raise awareness and to bring together an active group of people to campaign for healthcare for pregnant women worldwide and speak out against needless maternal mortality. 
Million Mums aims to: 

· To join together a million mums (or more) 

· To raise a million pounds (at least) 

· To provide a united voice to speak out against maternal morbidity & mortality

To help, join www.millionmums.org and show your support, pledge £1 and you will be sent a special WRA Million Mums pin designed by The Duchess of York. 

Ends 

PHOTOCALL with Geri Halliwell, MPs and WRA National Coordinators 

WHERE: The Terrace Marquee, House of Commons

WHEN: Following the speeches at 1.30pm on 6 May 2009. Arrive 1.10pm – 1.15pm to allow time for security checks.  

DETAILS: To attend you will need a copy of the official invitation.  Use Cromwell Green Visitors Entrance bring photo ID and arrive in good time. NB. No filming or photos allowed outside the allocated photocall; Hand held cameras only, no cables permitted.  

Please contact Jenny on jenny@happypr.co.uk or 07957551697 for more info and invitation.
SPOKESPEOPLE available on the day include Geri Halliwell, Christine McCafferty MP, Baroness Tonge plus Brigid McConville (WRA), Jennifer Woodside (IPPF) and Anne Quesney (MSI) will be available for interviews following the launch. 

For interviews with Geri Halliwell please contact kate.garvey@freud.com

WRA National Coordinators:- Dr. Aparajita Gogoi from India, Nafissa Al-Jaifi from Yemen and Robina Biteyi from Uganda will be in the UK for the event and available for interviews.  WRA patrons and supporters such as Diana Quick, Kathy Lette, Eve Pollard, Kirsty Young and Lauren Laverne are also set to attend to show their support for the WRA’s Million Mums campaign.

MEDIA ENQUIRIES: For more info about the event, photocall and the WRA Million Mums Campaign please contact jenny@manceandrosepr.co.uk, 0207 2639304 or 07957 551697.

Copy of the Report and speeches available - under 6 May 09 embargo - on request. 

Case Studies – first person accounts from different countries and interviewees with grassroots initiatives available plus anecdotal evidence of the main symptoms and causes of pregnancy related illness and long term disability.

For Viral & Broadcast  WRA has extensive footage from Africa and Asia, examples here: 
http://www.whiteribbonalliance.org/resources.cfm?a0=video&play=SpeakingTruth
http://www.whiteribbonalliance.org/resources.cfm?a0=video&play=MYSISTERMYSELF
http://www.whiteribbonalliance.org/resources.cfm?a0=video
About the UK All Party Parliamentary Group on Population, Development and Reproductive Health (the Group)
The Group aims to encourage initiatives to increase access to, and improve reproductive and sexual health programmes worldwide. It has over 75 members, from both the House of Commons and the House of Lords, representing the UK's main political parties. The Group provide members with a forum for discussing Population, Development and Reproductive Health. For more information please go to www.appg-popdevrh.org.uk
Contact:  Ann Mette Kjaerby, Parliamentary and Policy Advisor, APPG on PD&RH 0207 219 2492, kjaerbym@parliament.uk 

About the White Ribbon Alliance for Safe Motherhood (WRA)
With members in 118 countries, WRA advocates for changes to ensure every woman's access to quality health care before, during and after childbirth. WRA works to sustain life and hope for all women and honours those who have not survived pregnancy or childbirth. For more information, please go to www.whiteribbonalliance.org. 

 About Marie Stopes International (MSI)
Marie Stopes International is a not-for-profit sexual and reproductive healthcare organisation, providing a variety of services around the world, including: family planning, safe abortion and maternal & child healthcare, to some of the world’s poorest people. www.mariestopes.org
Contact: Diana Thomas, MSI  020 7034 2317 or Emily James, MSI 020 7034 2307. Out of hours mobile: 07771 681265 (media enquiries only) press@mariestopes.org.uk 
About the International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF)
The International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF) is a global provider of sexual and reproductive health services to ten-of-millions of women, men and young people.  http://www.ippf.org/en/Where/
Our work is prioritized so it reaches the poorest communities in the poorest countries around the world. IPPF’s network of national organisations work in 176 countries. www.ippf.org 

Contact: Paul Bell, Senior Communications Officer, IPPF, 020 7939 8233, 07799 335533, pbell@ippf.org
About UNFPA Goodwill Ambassador Geri Halliwell

Geri Halliwell was named UNFPA Goodwill Ambassador in October 1998 and works to promote UNFPA’s campaign for reproductive health care, maternal health and the empowerment of women. 

Whenever her heavy schedule permitted, she has gone to UNFPA country programmes to learn of the problems of women in poor countries and to relay their appeals to audiences in the United Kingdom. As a mother, she has gone to the field and seen how women of the other half struggle to give birth and live. Based on facts and testimonies she has gathered as a witness to the kinds of maternal health services that the millions of women lack, Ms. Halliwell has appealed for support to make maternal and reproductive health care available to all those who need it.  

Notes to the editor:
The APPG on PD&RH Maternal Morbidity Hearing Report recommends: 10 per cent of Official  Development  Aid  to be spent  on Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights; child marriage and Female Genital Mutilation  to be outlawed; abortion decriminalised, legislation that criminalises transmission of HIV to be prevented or reversed; family planning and clean and safe deliveries accessible to all;  equitable health care by removing financial barriers especially for the poor, the young, the marginalised including people in conflict; expansion and registration of health workers with appropriate 'task shifts' and improved codes of practice, standards, guidelines and protocols; improved maternal health data collection and country league tables published on maternal health to 'name and shame' those countries making insufficient progress.

