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Human Rights Framework

	Life
	Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) - “Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person.”
  
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) - “Every human being has the inherent right to life . . . . No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life.”
 
Maternal mortality has been recognized by treaty-monitoring bodies as a clear violation of women’s right to life.
  

 

	Liberty
	ICCPR - “Everyone has the right to liberty and security of the person . . . . No one shall be deprived of his liberty except on such grounds and in accordance with such procedure as are established by law.”
  


	Freedom from Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment
	ICCPR - “No one shall be subjected to torture, or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.”


	Health
	The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights has confirmed that: “Every human being is entitled to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health conducive to living a life in dignity.”
 The Committee has further affirmed that this right encompasses “the right to control one’s health and body, including sexual and reproductive freedom . . . .”
  


	Benefits of Scientific Progress
	International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) - “[T]he right to enjoy the benefits of scientific progress and its applications[,]”
 which obligates governments to ensure the availability of reproductive technologies such as modern contraceptives, access to safe abortion services and timely diagnosis of complications, and emergency obstetric care. 



	Education
	International law recognizes that all individuals are entitled to free elementary education,
 and access to higher education.
  


	Equality and Non-Discrimination
	UDHR - “All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.”
 

The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) obligates States to take immediate steps to eliminate discrimination against women in the field of health care, particularly with respect to family planning.
 



	Equality and Marriage and Family Relations
	UDHR - “Men and women of full age, without any limitation due to race, nationality or religion, have the right to marry and to found a family. They are entitled to equal rights as to marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution.”
 
The ICCPR obligates States Parties to take affirmative measures to ensure equality in marital relationships.
 
CEDAW calls upon states to: “Eliminate discrimination against women in all matters relating to marriage and family relations.”
  



	Reproductive Self-Determination
	The right to make autonomous decisions relating to pregnancy is implicit in the rights to life, liberty, security, privacy and family life, and has been expressly articulated in CEDAW, which guarantees the right to “decide on the number and spacing of their children.”
 






� United Nations Universal Declaration on Human Rights, UN GAOR, Art. 3, G.A. Res. 217, U.N. Doc. A/810 (1948). [hereinafter UDHR]


� International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, G.A. Res. 2200A (XXI), U.N. GAOR, 21st Sess., Supp. No. 16, U.N. Doc. A/6316, art. 6.1 (1966), 999 U.N.T.S. 171 (entered into force Mar. 23, 1976). [hereinafter ICCPR] 


� See CEDAW Committee, Concluding Observations: Belize, 01/07/1999, U.N. Doc. A/54/38, para. 56; Colombia, 04/02/1999, U.N. Doc. A/54/38, para. 393; Dominican Republic, 14/05/1998, U.N. Doc. A/53/38, para. 337; Madagascar, 12/04/1994, U.N. Doc. A/49/38, para. 244; see also Human Rights Committee, Concluding Observations: Bolivia, 01/04/1997, U.N. Doc. CCPR/C/79/Add.74, para. 22; Guatemala, 27/08/2001, U.N. Doc. CCPR/CO/72/GTM, para. 19; Hungary, 04/18/2002, U.N. Doc. CCPR/CO/74/HUN, para. 11; Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 06/11/1998, U.N. Doc. CCPR/C/79/Add.101, para. 9; Mongolia, 27/03/2000, U.N. Doc. CCPR/C/79/Add.120, para. 8(b); Paraguay, 09/05/1996, U.N. Doc. A/51/38, para. 123; Senegal, 19/11/1997, U.N. Doc. CCPR/C/79/Add 82, para. 12; Sudan, 18/10/1993, U.N. Doc. CRC/C/15/Add.10, para. 10; Zambia, 03/04/1996, U.N. Doc. CCPR/C/79/Add.62, para. 9.


� ICCPR, supra note 2, at art. 9(1).


� Id. at art. 7.


� Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment 14, The Right to the Highest Attainable Standard of Health, para. 1, U.N. Doc. E/C.12/2000/4 (2000) [hereinafter CESCR Gen. Comment 14].


� Id. at para. 8.


� UDHR, supra note 1, at art. 27; see also International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, opened for signature Dec. 16, 1966, art. 15(1), 993 U.N.T.S. 3 (entered into force January 23, 1976); Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, adopted Dec. 18, 1979, G.A. Res. 34/180, U.N. GAOR, 34th Sess., Supp. No. 46, at art. 12, U.N. Doc. A/34/46 (1979) [hereinafter CEDAW]; Convention on the Rights of the Child, GA Res. 44/25, Annex, UN GAOR 44th Session, Suppl. No.49 at 166, UN Doc. A/44/49, at art. 24 (1989) (entered into force Sept. 2, 1990).  The Beijing Platform for Action further notes that governments are responsible for “financial and institutional support for research on safe, effective, affordable and acceptable methods and technologies for the reproductive and sexual health of women and men, including more safe, effective, affordable and acceptable methods for the regulation of fertility, including natural family planning for both sexes . . . .” The Beijing Declaration and the Platform for Action, Fourth World Conference on Women, Beijing, China, 4-15 September 1995, para. 110(h), U.N. Doc. A/CONF.177/20 (1995). 


� The right to primary education has also been established as a Millennium Development Goal, specifically MDG 2 to: “Ensure that, by 2015, children everywhere, boys and girls alike, will be able to complete a full course of primary schooling.”  The Secretary-General, Road Map Towards the Implementation of the United Nations Millennium Development Declaration: Report of the Secretary-General, U.N. Doc. A/56/326 (Sept. 6, 2001), available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/documents/ga/docs/56/a56326.pdf" ��http://www.un.org/documents/ga/docs/56/a56326.pdf�  (last visited on August 27, 2008).


� See UDHR, supra note 1, at art. 26.


� Id. at art. 1.


� See CEDAW, supra note 8, at art. 12 (1).


� UDHR, supra note 1, at art 16(1).


� See ICCPR, supra note 2, at art 23(4).


� CEDAW, supra note 8, at art 16(1).


� See CEDAW Committee, General Recommendation 21 (Equality in Marriage and Family Relations) paras. 21-23, (Thirteenth sess., 1994), Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/(Symbol)/7030ccb2de3baae5c12563ee00648f1f?Opendocument"��http://www.unhchr.ch/tbs/doc.nsf/(Symbol)/7030ccb2de3baae5c12563ee00648f1f?Opendocument� (last visited on September 26, 2008) (Recognizing the particular implications of childbearing for women’s health and autonomy, the CEDAW Committee explicitly urges states parties to ensure that women have the right to control their fertility and to obtain family planning information, counseling, and services without discrimination.) See also CEDAW, supra note 8, at arts. 10, 12 (1).
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