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ABSTRACT: MATERNAL MOBIDITY IN SOUTHERN SUDAN
Aim: To assess issues related to reproductive health in Southern Sudan with more focus on complications during pregnancy that includes maternal morbidity.
Method: The study/survey analyses Reproductive Health issues in Southern Sudan and includes maternal morbidity data on 842,284 women aged 15-49 in Southern Sudan who gave birth in the two years preceding the study (SHHS 2006). The women were identified through individual households within the 10 States of Southern Sudan. The States were identified as the main sampling domains and a stratified multi-stage sample design was used for the study. Women questionnaires were administered to all women aged 15-49 years in each household. Data collected were entered into the computer using a CSpro software and then transferred to SPSS software version 14 were analysis was done.

Results: Findings indicate that Haemorrhage whether antepartum (APH), postpartum (PPH), abortion or ectopic pregnancy related, is one of the major killers of childbearing women in Southern Sudan. Upto 42 percent of women mentioned haemorrhage as one of the main complications experienced. Further more, during labour and delivery, a higher proportion of women in Southern Sudan indicated suffering from prolonged labour (48 percent) and high fever (49 percent), while 21 percent mentioned convulsions.  There are clear trends in terms of the women’s background statistics: those women in the lowest wealth quintile, and those without any formal education, were appreciably more likely to suffer from all types of complications mentioned than richer or better-educated women. 

About 20% of pregnancies were mentioned as unsuccessful, half of which were mentioned as miscarriages and half stillbirths. Poorer and less educated women were more likely to suffer stillbirths than richer and better-educated women.
The findings also showed that the majority of deliveries occur at home 986.4 percent), either with no attendants or under the supervision of traditional/unskilled birth attendants (89.9 percent). Most Facilities within the 10 States of Southern Sudan lack emergency obstetric care services. Poor transportation and lack of financial resources further complicate matters. Women often become pregnant without planning and had limited awareness on the importance of antenatal care. Early marriages, before the age of 15 and 18 was also found to be very common and widely practiced across the 10 States of Southern Sudan. 
Conclusion: The findings indicate the need for multi-sectoral approach in addressing Reproductive Health issues in Southern Sudan.
