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The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation welcomes the opportunity to submit this statement to the UK All Party Parliamentary Group on Population, Development and Reproductive Health for the hearings into Maternal Morbidity.  [image: image4.jpg]BILLe& MELINDA
(GATES foundation




The Gates Foundation believes that maternal mortality and morbidity are serious and historically neglected issues which lie at the heart of the Millennium Development Goals.  We are pleased with the growing momentum across the globe to address the maternal health and we congratulate and support the work of our partners, including the White Ribbon Alliance, Save the Children, CARE and many others.  We welcome the work of others on health systems strengthening and quality deliveries including facility-level care as essential components to improve maternal and newborn health and are grateful for the work of DFID, IMMPACT and others for leading in the field and encouraging others to follow.   

We are particularly thankful for the leadership on the issue in the United Kingdom.  Sarah Brown’s commitment to maternal health has significantly increased the profile of maternal mortality and morbidity and led to greater financial and political commitments of policymakers, high-level individuals, and organizations across the world.  Additionally, we commend Gordon Brown for his leadership on the creation of the Taskforce on Innovative Financing for Health Systems.  This Taskforce is essential to mobilize the funds necessary to adequately improve health systems for mothers and children, as well as to track resources flows and monitor results. 
At the Gates Foundation, we continue to be committed to raising the profile of maternal mortality and morbidity in order to increase political and financial commitments.  Most recently, we approved a 3-year grant for $10.8 million to EngenderHealth to support a Maternal Health Working Group which will bring together existing networks and groups already working on maternal health, add new groups and ideas, and serve as a catalyst to position maternal health so that it resonates with national and global leaders.    

Further, we are concentrating on integrated solutions for mothers, newborns, and children, with a particular focus on care outside the hospital system that can reach families by working with private and public providers.          

The Gates Foundation continues to provide support to enhanced operational research about the optimal use of uterotonics, such as oxytocin and misoprostol, for prevention and treatment of post partum hemorrhage. Such life saving interventions are central to ensuring that skilled care at childbirth is accessible to large numbers of poor women. 

Central to our support is the conviction that both public and private providers should engage in providing quality maternal and newborn care.  
In addition, the Gates Foundation recognises the vital role of reproductive health and family planning to maternal mortality.  More than 200 million women worldwide want to space or end childbearing but lack access to modern Family Planning and Reproductive Health services. Universal access to family planning could lead to a 31% reduction in maternal mortality and a 22% reduction in infant mortality. 
We are grateful to the UK All Party Parliamentary Group on Population, Development and Reproductive Health for holding this hearing on Maternal Morbidity.  Your work and leadership is essential to millions of women throughout the world.  [image: image2.wmf]



