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Date:
Ms Ann Mette Kjaerby
Parliamentary and Policy Advisor 0 3 0 CT 2008
Room 563 Portcullis House
Westminster, London
E-mail: kjaerbym@parliament.uk

Dear Ms Kjaerby,
Experience on Maternal Morbidity in Africa

With reference to the letter from the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Population, Development
and Reproductive Health dated 28 July 2008, please find attached herewith our contribution to
this important debate on maternal morbidity. Given the nature of our activities our contribution
gives a broad overview of the magnitude and leading causes of maternal morbidity and
mortality, what the Bank is doing to address the problem, challenges in addressing the problem,
and recommendations.

In relation to HIV/AIDS, we show how the Bank is addressing this problem through a project
designed to reduce the prevalence rate among refugees and internally displaced people in the
Mano River Basin countries, which include Liberia, Sierra Leone, Guinea and Cote d’Ivoire.
With regard to maternal health, we show examples of the three projects in Cameroon, Tanzania
and Malawi which were specifically designed to address the problem of maternal morbidity and
mortality through Bank’s interventions focused on the following: supply of pharmaceutical and
medical supplies and basic equipment, and strengthening service delivery, policy and systems
development.

Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you require further clarification on the information we have
provided.

Yours sincerely,

Dr. T.B. Ilunga Daniele Ponzi

Manager, Acting Unit Head

Health Division Gender, Climate Change &
Human Development Department Sustainable Development
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