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A world of 7 billion people is a challenge – MPs and Peers Call for Long-Term Solutions to High Population Growth 
70 MPs and Peers, members of the UK All Party Parliamentary Group on Population, Development and Reproductive Health have this week called in the House of Lords and Commons for contraceptives to reach the 215 million women and girls in the developed world who cannot get the contraceptives they crave.

At the World Population Day Parliamentary reception on 11th July, Stephen O’Brian MP, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for International Development said:

“The Coalition Government does not support programmes that coerce individuals and couples to have fewer children but we will not shy away from talking about global population growth and its impacts. We are proud to be giving more women the choices they crave.”
 In 1804 there were 1 billion people in the world, in 1960 3 billion people and this year, on 31st October, world population reaches 7 billion. 

Baroness Tonge in the House of Lords debate highlighted the linkages between population growth, poverty and food shortages in Ethiopia, Uganda, Somalia and Kenya by saying: 

“Disaster relief is an essential response to humanitarian crises in Ethiopia, Uganda, Somalia and Kenya, however, prevention of future disasters is also crucially important. Unless we address population growth and reproductive health, the children we save now will be bringing their families to the same feeding centre in 20 years time.
“The current total fertility rate for the women of Ethiopia, Uganda, Somalia and Kenya is between 4.6 to 6.5 children per woman and the population of the four countries currently threatened with famine has grown from 41 million in 1960 to 167 million now and still rising.
“We must act now by fulfilling contraceptive needs.”

Notes to Editors:-

1) The UK coalition Government has stated its commitment to pro-family planning and choice policies. DFID’s December 2010 publication: Choices for women: planned pregnancies, safe births and healthy babies promises:

· An additional average £740 million for Maternal, Newborn and Child Health from 2010 to 2015;

· Enable at least 10 million more women to use modern Family Planning – for wider global 100 million users;

· Prevent 5 million unintended pregnancies;

· Support at least 2 million safe delivery....reaching the poorest 40 %;

· Save 50,000 pregnancy women’s lives;

· Save 250,000 newborn babies.
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The UK All Party Parliamentary Group on Population, Development and Reproductive Health (the Group) aims to encourage initiatives to increase access to, and improve reproductive and sexual health programmes worldwide. It has 60 members, from both the House of Commons and the House of Lords, representing the UK's main political parties. The Group provide members with a forum for discussing Population, Development and Reproductive Health. For more information please go to www.appg-popdevrh.org.uk
MEDIA ENQUIRIES: For more information, please contact Ann Mette Kjaerby, Parliamentary and Policy Advisor, APPG on PD&RH at kjaerbym@parliament.uk or telephone 07791 082 036.

